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Libraries and Reading Gardens
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Percussion Play is the world’s leading manufacturer of outdoor 

musical instruments. Designed with durability in mind, we are 

committed to making musical expression accessible to everyone, 

everywhere.

Music Made for the Great Outdoors
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Music & Reading Gardens
Today, Libraries worldwide are starting to incorporate gardens 

into their public services. More than simple outdoor reading 

areas or spaces for story time, they are increasingly being used 

in engaging and playful ways; as learning environments, for active 

play and sensory stimulation. 

Outdoor musical instruments are an innovative and delightful 

way for children and adults to enjoy the outdoors and enhance the 

sensory experience of a reading garden. Fully inclusive, accessible 

and multi-generational, our instruments make music-making 

possible for all ages and abilities. 

No matter the size of a garden or whether it is in a rural or 

urban area, we have musical instruments to suit. Creating areas 

for music and sound exploration will help integrate music into 

the everyday experience of the community, making the reading 

garden a favourite destination for library patrons.

“If you have a garden and a library, you have 
everything you need.”

Cicero, Roman Philosopher
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The Liverpool Public Library has a mission to connect their 

community, engage people and inspire discovery, learning and 

growth. Here’s how they utilized their outdoor space to expand 

their mission and connect with their community through music.

Back in August 2017, Laurel Sharp and Diane Towlson of 

Liverpool Public Library were very excited to be installing 

outdoor musical instruments in the library’s Dino Garden. 

Laurel recounts “I first saw the outdoor musical instruments in 

downtown Syracuse, NY, and searched the article in the local 

paper about them. I stood and played them for quite a while one 

day and got myself a standing ovation when I was done! After a 

little online research, Percussion Play stood out to me as the best 

sounding instruments”.

Liverpool Public Library, NY
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After receiving an annual grant, funded by a bequest from the 

Richberg Fund, the team chose their outdoor musical instruments for 

both  durability and accessibility, looking particularly for instruments 

that sounded good together yet with different tonalities. 

Laurel and Diane chose to install outdoor musical instruments to 

encourage people to visit the library and to enjoy their outdoor space. 

Since the grand opening, the instruments have been used for weekly 

outdoor musical story sessions and have been very much part of the 

library’s summer program. “The Instruments never require tuning, 

are virtually maintenance free and were very easy to install.”

The Liverpool Public Library team feel sure that the instruments will 

continue to be popular and encourage people of all ages to visit the 

library to make use of their facilities and resources.

Other libraries who have chosen to install outdoor musical 

instruments include:

• Chapel Hill Public Library, NC
• Dvoracek Memorial Library, NE
• Wheaton Public Library, IL
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Libraries welcome and serve all members of the public, providing 

access to knowledge and learning. With the significant threat of 

music disappearing from our schools, could libraries become the 

new champions of music?

Picture a community musical garden. A place that encourages 

individuals, families or groups to create music together and  

experience playing large scale, high-quality musical instruments 

outdoors in a fun and carefree way. A place that fosters the 

enjoyment of live music making for all participants; whether they 

are performing or watching and listening to others.

Music within communities brings about positive, long lasting and 

life changing experiences. Music breaks down barriers between 

people and cultures and your library garden could become a place 

where people find connections with each other, with their library, 

and with the beauty of music making in the great outdoors.

Communities Need Music
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Global Sales & Manufacturing

Percussion Play Ltd

info@percussionplay.com

www.percussionplay.com

UK 01730 235180

USA/CAN: +1 (866) 882-9170

RoW: +44 1730 235180 

TM

Trademarks are the property of Percussion Play. © 2019 Percussion Play. All rights reserved. Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and 
other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google Inc.


